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Fall 2001        R. Drake 
 
Syllabus for History 326 (Terrorism) 
 
 
Objectives of the Course 
 
In Patterns of Global Terrorism 1999, the United States Department of State 
acknowledges that ANo one definition of terrorism has gained universal acceptance.@ The 
term poses serious semantic difficulties. Terrorism is generally held to be political 
violence that is illegitimate, but what confers legitimacy on some acts of political 
violence and illegitimacy on others?  Is terrorism simply the name we give to violence we 
do not like or support while finding euphemisms, such as counter-terrorism, for the 
violence we do like or support? This is the morally problematic approach that I take 
throughout the course, beginning with the 1793-1794 Reign of Terror in France and 
ending with the major episodes of contemporary terrorism in both its state and group 
forms. 
 
Required Readings 
 
Eric Hoffer, The True Believer (Harper) 
Joseph Conrad, The Secret Agent (Viking-Penguin) 
Nadezhda Mandelstam, Hope Against Hope (Macmillan) 
Jacobo Timerman, Prisoner without a Name, Cell without a Number (Vintage) 
David Grossman, Sleeping on a Wire: Conversations with Palestinians in Israel 
    (FS&G) 
Padraig O=Malley, Biting at the Grave: The Irish Hunger Strikers and the 
Politics 
      Of Despair (Beacon) 
Articles on the Reserve Shelf 
 
Examinations 
 
There will be three examinations in the course. Each will be worth approximately 
one-third of the course grade. The examinations will consist of both essay and short-
answer questions. 
 
Lectures, Reading Assignments and Films 
 
Week 1 
 
W 5 September Introduction 
 
F 7 September Theories about Terrorism 
 
Week 2 
 
M 10 September  Discussion of Hoffer 
W 12 September  The French Revolution and the Beginning of 
Modern Terrorism: Maximilien Robespierre (In 
conjunction with this lecture, the film ADanton@  
will be shown on Wednesday from 7-9 P.M. in 
SS 356 ; an alternative viewing time has been  
scheduled for Friday from 3-5 in the IMS Viewing 
Room) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F 14 September  The Legacy of Terrorism in Napoleonic Europe: 
Slide Lecture on Francisco Goya=s ADisasters of  
War@ 
 
Week 3 
 
M 17 September  Anarchism and the Propaganda of the Deed 
W 19 September  Discussion of Conrad 
F 21 September  Marxist-Leninism and Terror: The Black Book of 
Communism Debate 
 
Week 4 
 
M 24 September  The Stalinist Terror 
W 26 September  Discussion of Mandelstam 
F 28 September  Fascism and Terror 
 
Week 5 
 
M 1 October  Nazism and Terror 
W 3 October  The Final Solution 
F 5 October  First Examination 
 
Week 6 
 
M 8 October  Terrorism in the Cold War Era: Two Contrasting 
Models 
W 10 October  Terrorism in Latin America: An Overview 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F 12 October  The Case of Argentina (Reading: Timerman) 
 
Week 7 
 
M 15 October  Peru: The Shining Path 
W 17 October  Terrorism in the Middle East: The Historical 
Background 
F 19 October  Israeli Perspectives (Reading: Grossman) 
 
Week 8 
 
M 22 October  Arab Perspectives 
W 24 October  Islamic Fundamentalism in Egypt 
F 26 October  The Historical Background of Shi=ite Radicalism 
in Iran 
 
Week 9 
 
M 29 October  The Thought of the Ayatollah Khomeini (Reading: 
Articles on the Reserve Shelf)  
W 31 October  Terrorism in Africa  
F 2 November  The FLN in Algeria (in conjunction with this lecture 
AThe Battle of Algiers@ will be shown on 
Wednesday from 7-9 P.M. in SS 356 and again 
on Friday from 3-5 in the IMS Viewing Room). 
 
Week 10 
 
M 5 November  Islamic Fundamentalism in Algeria 
 
W 7 November  The Case of Muammar al-Qaddafi in Libya 
 
F 9 November  The Case of South Africa (in conjunction with this  
Lecture, the film ACry Freedom@ will be shown on  
Wednesday 7 November from 7-9 P.M. in SS 356 
and again on Friday from 3-5 in the IMS Viewing 
Room). 
 
Week 11 
M 12 November  Holiday 
 
W 14 November  Second Examination 
 
F 16 November  Terrorism in Europe: An Overview 
 
Week 12 
M 19 November  The Case of Italy: The Right (Reading: Drake 
article, AThe Children of the Sun,@ on the Reserve          
 
W 21 November  Holiday 
 
F 23 November  Holiday 
 
Week 13 
 
M 26 November  The Case of Italy: The Left (Reading: Drake article, 
AItaly in the 1960s: a Legacy of Terrorism and  
Liberation,@ on the Reserve Shelf in the Library). 
 
W 28 November  The Baader-Meinhof Gang and Neo-Nazism in 
Germany 
 
F 30 November  The ETA in Spain 
 
Week 14 
 
M 3 December  The Damnable Question: The Historical  
Background of Terrorism in Ireland 
 
W 5 December  Discussion of O=Malley 
 
F 7 december  Terrorism in the United States: Historical 
Background 
Week 15 
 
M 10 December  The Case of the Weather Underground 
 
W 12 December  Terrorism in the United States Today (in connection  
with this lecture, the film AAmerican History X@  
will be shown on Tuesday 11 December in SS 356 
from 7-9 P.M. and again on Wednesday from 3-5  
in the IMS Viewing Room. 
 
F 14 December  Conclusions and Review 
 
Final Examination: 8:00-10:00 A.M. Thursday 20 December 
